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OHHLEP One Health Definition

One Health Definition developed by the OHHLEP 

“One Health is an integrated, unifying approach that aims to sustainably balance and 
optimize the health of people, animals and ecosystems. 

It recognizes the health of humans, domestic and wild animals, plants, and the wider 
environment (including ecosystems) are closely linked and interdependent. 

The approach mobilizes multiple sectors, disciplines and communities at varying levels 
of society to work together to foster well-being and tackle threats to health and 
ecosystems, while addressing the collective need for clean water, energy and air, safe 
and nutritious food, taking action on climate change, and contributing to sustainable 
development”. 
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•   Equity between sectors and disciplines

• Sociopolitical parity (all people are equal and deserve 
equal rights and opportunities), inclusion and 
engagement of communities and marginalized voices

• Socioecological equilibrium that seeks a harmonious 
balance between human—animal-environment 
interaction and acknowledging the importance of 
biodiversity, access to sufficient space and resources, 
and the intrinsic value of all living things within the 
ecosystem

• Stewardship and the responsibility of humans to 
adopt sustainable solutions that recognize the 
importance of animal welfare and the integrity of the 
whole ecosystem, thus securing the well-being of 
current and future generations

• Transdisciplinarity and multisectoral collaboration 
which includes all relevant disciplines, both modern and 
traditional forms of knowledge and a broad 
representative array of perspectives.

One Health Foundational Principles



Authored by the members of the One Health High-Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP); Markotter W et al . Prevention of zoonotic spillover: From relying on 
response to reducing the risk at source. PLoS Pathog. 2023 Oct 5;19(10):e1011504. doi: 10.1371/journal.ppat.1011504. PMID: 37796834; PMCID: 
PMC10553309.

Prevention of Zoonotic Spillover
 From relying on response to reducing the risk at source 
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OHHLEP Theory of Change 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/one-health-theory-of-change

One Health High-Level Expert Panel. One Health action for health security 

and equity. Lancet. 2023 Feb 18;401(10376):530-533. doi: 10.1016/S0140-

6736(23)00086-7. Epub 2023 Jan 19. PMID: 36682373; PMCID: 

PMC9851626.



One Health Theory of Change

Authored by the members of the One Health High-Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP)

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/one-health-theory-of-change



17 October 2022

FAO, UNEP, WHO, and WOAH. 2022. One Health Joint Plan of Action (2022-

2026). Working together for the health of humans, animals, plants and the 

environment. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cc2289en 



Basis of the Guide



ONE HEALTH JOINT PLAN OF 
ACTION

• A framework to integrate 
systems and capacity

• Provides a set of activities 
that aim to strengthen 
collaboration, 
communication, capacity 
building, and coordination 
equally across all sectors 
responsible for addressing 
health concerns at the 
human-animal-plant-
environment interface.

HOW DO WE MAKE ONE HEALTH APPROACH A REALITY?
• TOP DOWN APPROACH
     Legislation
     National policy, strategic and action plans
     Stakeholder analysis and engagement

• BOTTOM UP APPROACH
     Relationships/partnerships/communication



An Integrated Inventory of One Health Tools: 

Mapping and Analysis of Globally Available 

Tools to Advance One Health

Casey Barton Behravesh, Dominique F. Charron, Amanda Liew, Natalia Cediel 

Becerra, Catherine Machalaba, David T.S. Hayman, Janice R. Ciacci Zanella, 

Elmoubasher Farag, Abhishek Chaudhary, Hayley Belles, Wiku B. Adisasmito, 

Salama Almuhairi, Pépé Bilivogui, Salome A. Bukachi , Natalia Casas, Andrew A. 

Cunningham, Nitish Debnath, Osman Dar, Baptiste Dungu, George F. Gao, 

Margaret Khaitsa, Marion P.G. Koopmans, John S. Mackenzie, Serge Morand, 

Vyacheslav Smolenskiy, Lei Zhou, Wanda Markotter, and Thomas C. Mettenleiter



50 One Health tools

71 One Health resources





Summary of Data by Scope of One Health Tool

• Majority of available One
Health tools relevant for 
Assessment and 
Implementation

• Comparatively fewer tools 
available for Prioritizing, 
Action Planning, or 
Monitoring

Image: Pelican et al., 2019

Implementation, 
27%

Assessment, 
47%

Action 
Planning, 4%

Prioritization, 
3%

Monitoring, 
11%



Action Tracks of One Health Joint Plan of Action 
Addressed by One Health Tools

*Numbers are counts of tracks, not of tools. Tools with more than 1 track focus were included in multiple category totals.



Summary of Data by Theory of Change 
Pathway and One Health Tool (n=50)

Theory of Change Pathway

Pathway n %

Pathway 2: Organizational development and sectoral

integration
33 66

Pathway 3: Data, evidence, education, and

knowledge exchange
9 18

Pathway 1: Policy, advocacy, and financing 8 16

TOTAL 50 100



https://www.woah.org/en/document/tripartite-zoonoses-guide/



https://www.who.int/initiatives/tripartite-zoonosis-guide/workforce-development



FAO, WHO & WOAH. 2024. Monitoring and evaluation for effective management of 
zoonotic diseases – An operational tool of the Tripartite Zoonoses Guide. Rome. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/cd3642en







Thank you!
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